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 International Conference on the History of Physics 

Contact information 

Claire Garland 

Institute of Physics 

 

E-mail: claire.garland@iop.org 

Tel: +44 (0)20 7470 4840 

Mobile: +44 (0)7881 923 142 

 

Steering committee 

Professor Edward Davis (Chairman), University of Cambridge 

Mr Malcolm Cooper (Secretary) 

Professor Denis Weaire, Trinity College, Dublin 

Dr Peter M Schuster, European Physical Society 

Professor Stephen Elliott, Trinity College, University of Cambridge 

Professor Peter Main, Institute of Physics 

 

Advisory/Programme Committee 

Professor Denis Weaire (Chairman), Trinity College, Dublin 

Professor Jim Bennett, Science Museum, London 

Professor William Brock, University of Leicester 

Professor Jed Buchwald, Caltech 

Professor Hasok Chang, University of Cambridge 

Dr Isobel Falconer, St Andrews University 

Dr Patricia Fara, Clare College, University of Cambridge 

Professor Robert Fox, University of Oxford 

Professor Peter Galison, Harvard University 

Dr Gregory Good, American Institute of Physics 

Professor Graeme Gooday, University of Leeds 

Professor Karl Grandin, The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 

Professor John Heilbron, University of California, Berkeley 

Professor Dr. Dieter Hoffmann, Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, Berlin 

Dr Jeffrey Hughes, University of Manchester 

Professor Bruce Hunt, University of Texas 

Professor Helge Kragh, Aarhus University 

Dr Sachiko Kusukawa, Trinity College, Cambridge 

Professor Malcolm Longair, University of Cambridge 

Dr Marta C Lourenco, University of Lisbon 

Dr Ben Marsden, University of Aberdeen 

Dr Terry Quinn, France 

Professor Simon Schaffer, University of Cambridge 

Dr Peter M Schuster, European Physical Society 

Dr Brian Schwartz, City University of New York  

Dr Sofia Talas, University of Padova 

Dr George Vlahakis, National Hellenic Research Foundation, Athens 
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We hope that your time at the conference is enjoyable. However, should you encounter any problems during your 

stay, please report them to the registration desk as soon as possible. The conference team will make every effort to 

rectify the issue as soon as possible.  

 

Disclaimer 

The Institute of Physics and Trinity College accept no responsibility for any accident, loss or damage to participants 

or their property during the conference.  

 

Venue 

The conference will be held at Trinity College in Cambridge. Please refer to the location overview below, to see where 

everything will take place.   

 

Trinity College 

Trinity Street 

Cambridge 

CB2 1TQ 

 

Event Dates Where Location 

Registration Wednesday 3 Sept. 

Thursday 4-Friday 5 Sept. 

Old College Office 

Foyer, Winstanley LT 

Great Gate 

Blue Boar Court 

Welcome reception Wednesday 3 Sept. Old Kitchen Great Court 

Oral presentations Thursday 4–Friday 5 Sept. Winstanley LT Blue Boar Court 

Refreshments Thursday 4–Friday 5 Sept. Blue Boar Common Room Blue Boar Court 

Lunches* Thursday 4–Friday 5 Sept. Dining Hall Great Court 

Posters and reception Thursday 4 Sept. Cloisters Nevile’s Court 

Conference dinner* Thursday 4 Sept. Old Kitchen Great Court 

Book fair Friday 5 Sept. Junior Parlour Whewell's Court 

Luggage store Friday 5 Sept. Old College Office Great Gate 

 

A plan of Trinity College is appended at the back of this document. * denotes must be pre-booked.  

 

Accommodation 

 

Trinity College 

En-suite accommodation will be located in the Wolfson Building and shared standard rooms in Angel Court. All 

rooms have linen, towels and soap. The college does not supply any other toiletries or tea and coffee making 

facilities.  

 

Each room has an Ethernet port to access the colleges’ internet and is charged at £6 per person. Guests must 

supply their own cable. Internet access must be pre-booked during registration. For further information, contact 

claire.garland@iop.org. The College offers Eduroam for visitors from participating institutions.  

 

Check in is after 14:00 and check out is no later than 10:00. Keys and visitor access cards can be collected from 

the Great Porters Lodge on arrival (and must be returned to the lodge on departure).  

 

Breakfast for residential participants will be served from 08:00-09:15 daily and will be held in the dining hall.  
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Sidney Sussex College 

Twin en-suite accommodation will be located at Sidney Sussex College, a short walk from Trinity College, and 

includes a self-service breakfast available each morning from 07:30-09:00 in the College Hall. The rooms have 

wireless internet, coffee and tea making facilities. 

 

Guests can check in at the Porters Lodge on Sidney Street (opposite Sainsbury's) from midday on their arrival 

day, check out is by 10:00 on the day of departure. Additional guest information is available here. 

 

Internet access 

The College offers Eduroam for students, researchers and staff from participating institutions to access the internet. 

For those without Eduroam, internet access can be pre-booked at a cost of £6 per person.  For those who have 

requested internet access, a username and password will be included in your conference pack.  

 

Registration 

Registration will be held in the Old College Office on Wednesday 3 September from 16:00-19:00. From Thursday 

onwards, registration will be held in the foyer of the Winstanley Lecture Theatre from 08:30-17:30.  

 

Wednesday 3 Sept. 16:00 - 19:00 Old College Office 

Thursday 4 Sept. 08:30 - 17:30 Foyer, Winstanley LT 

Friday 5 Sept.  08:30 - 17:30 Foyer, Winstanley LT 

 

Each participant will receive a delegate pack containing a pen, pad, an abstract book including the programme and 

a lapel badge. You will also receive information on accessing the internet and tickets for meals and tours booked.  

 

Participants are asked to wear their badge at all times to help with security and enable you to identify fellow 

participants. Replacement badges can be issued at the registration desk. On departure, please return your badge to 

the conference desk to be recycled.  

 

Catering 

The registration fee is inclusive of tea and coffee each day and will be served at set times during the conference 

programme in the areas outside of the lecture theatre. Lunch is not included in the fee but is available to book at a 

cost of £13.50 per person per day; it comprises three courses. Lunch will be served in the dining hall.  For those 

that have booked lunch, tickets will be included in your registration packs.  

 

Date Event Time Location 

Thursday 4 Sept. Coffee break  10:40 - 11:10 Foyer Area 

 Lunch 12:30 - 14:00 Dining Hall 

 Tea break 15:40 - 16:10 Foyer area 

Friday 5 Sept. Coffee break 10:40 - 11:10 Foyer area 

 Lunch 12:30 - 14:00 Dining Hall 

 Tea break 15:40 - 16:00 Foyer area 
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Social programme 

 

Wednesday 3 September 

An informal Welcome Reception, sponsored by Taylor & Francis, will be held in the Old Kitchen from 17:00-19:00. 

The reception is open to all registered participants.  

 

 
 

Thursday 4 September 

A reception will be held alongside the poster session in the Cloisters. Atom Splitter ale, brewed in Cambridge, will be 

served. Atom Splitter has an ABV of 4.5%. The reception is included for all registered participants.  

 

The conference dinner will follow the reception and will be held in the Old Kitchen. Dinner will be served promptly at 

19:30 so participants are asked to arrive by 19:25.  The dinner is a four-course menu including wine.  The dinner 

must be pre-booked; tickets will be included in the delegate packs.  

 

The Wren Library 

Participants attending the conference will have the opportunity to visit The Wren Library, designed by Sir Christopher 

Wren. Some of the College's most notable manuscripts are displayed here, including an eighth century copy of the 

Epistles of St Paul, John Milton's shorter poems in his own handwriting and the original manuscript of Winnie-the-

Pooh. 

 

During the conference special exhibits relating to Sir Isaac Newton, James Clerk Maxwell, J.J. Thomson and Lord 

Rayleigh will be displayed. Delegates can visit the library during its normal opening hours (09:00-17:00) but should 

try to avoid the period 12 noon to 2 pm each day as this time is reserved for tourists and quite long queues form. 

 

Saturday 6 September 

Trips to Woolsthorpe Manor, the birthplace of Sir Isaac Newton, and to the Cavendish Laboratory Museum will take 

place on Saturday 6 September. The trip to Woolsthorpe Manor (9:30- 15:00) costs £20, which includes coach fare 

and entrance fee. The visit to the Cavendish Laboratory (9:30am - 12pm) is free but will entail delegates making 

their own way to the site on J J Thomson Avenue off the Madingley Road in West Cambridge by 9:30am. Please note 

the trips are mutually exclusive. Tickets will be included in the delegate packs.  

 

Itinerary for Woolsthorpe Manor 

09:30 Coach departs from outside Trinity College 

11:00 Approximate arrival time at Woolsthorpe Manor 

13:30 Coach departs from Woolsthorpe Manor 

15:00 Approximate arrival time back at Trinity College 

 

The coach company is Discovery Coaches – luggage can be stored in the coach.  

 

Dietary requirements 

Participants with special dietary requirements are asked to notify the conference office by email prior to their arrival 

if they have not already done so when registering. Those with special dietary requirements other than vegetarian are 

asked to make themselves known to the catering team. It will not be possible to provide an alternative menu unless 

prior notification has been received. Please email claire.garland@iop.org if you have any queries.  
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Book fair 

A book fair will be held on Friday 5 September in the Junior Parlour in Whewell's Court. It will run from 10:30am to 

5pm. Exhibitors will include Taylor & Francis, Institute of Physics, The Eagle Bookshop, Heffers, Living Editions, TCD 

School of Physics. 

 

Programme 

The final conference programme will be provided for all delegates on arrival at the event. In the meantime, refer to 

the website at http://historyofphysics2014.iopconfs.org/Programme  

 

Instructions for presenters 

Speakers are asked to send their final presentations as a PDF or PowerPoint file in advance of the conference by 

email to claire.garland@iop.org. Please bring a back-up on a USB memory stick. If you are unable to send your 

presentation prior to the conference, please bring it with you on a USB memory stick and load it onto the computer 

located in the lecture theatre no later than the start of the session in which you are speaking. Please save your file 

as your surname and initial in the appropriate folder on the desktop.  

 

To optimise compatibility, particularly for the inclusion of multimedia components, PowerPoint presentations should 

have been saved using PowerPoint's "Package for CD" facility. Direct connection of personal laptops (with set-up 

in the break prior to the corresponding session) is an acceptable but not preferred alternative. If presenting from a 

Macintosh computer, please bring a VGA cable with you. You are reminded that the UK has 3-pin sockets so, if you 

require a plug adaptor, you should also bring this with you. 

The meeting space is reasonably large so speakers should use a minimum 15-point font size in PowerPoint slides to 

ensure legibility. Presenters are asked to prepare their talks to match the allocated times which will be rigidly 

enforced by session chairs. 

Poster presentations 

The poster session will take place on Thursday 4 September from 17:30 in the Cloisters. Presenters are asked to be 

next to their boards to answer questions.  

Posters can be mounted from 10:00 on Thursday and must be removed by 19:30 the same day. The boards 

measure 1m wide x 2m high and are Velcro compatible. Velcro will be supplied. Posters should fit within these 

dimensions but can be reproduced smaller, if required.  

Please bring your poster with you to the conference as it will not be possible to print a copy on-site.  

Travel 

For information on how to get to Trinity College, visit the travel page on the conference website at 

http://historyofphysics2014.iopconfs.org/Travel or the Colleges’ website at 

https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/index.php?pageid=43.  

For those travelling to the conference by car, please note that there is no car parking available at Trinity College. The 

closest car park is Park Street – see https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/park-street-car-park for further details.  

Facilities 

A luggage store will be available on Friday 5 September in the Old College Office, next to the Porters Lodge. Please 

do not leave any valuable items as the store room will not be manned.  

There are toilets located close to the areas bring used for the conference. Please ask the staff on the registration 

desk to point out the closest toilets.  
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Safety and emergency procedures 

If the fire alarm sounds, please evacuate the building immediately and assemble at the closest assembly point. Fire 

action notices are included on the back of every room's door or close to it and in meeting rooms. Please familiarise 

yourself with these notices.  

Medical services 

Some medicines are available over the counter from pharmacists. For medical advice, try NHS 111 by telephone on 

111 (24-hour within the UK) or visit the website at http://www.nhs.uk/. Reciprocal arrangements with the UK allow 

residents of some countries to receive free emergency medical treatment. Most doctors' surgeries have a daily drop 

in hour or go to the Accident and Emergency department at a hospital for emergency treatment. 

 

First aid  

If you fall ill or injure yourself during the conference, please report the incident, in the first instance, to the porters 

lodge by calling 01223 338400 or 01223 338544. In case of serious injury, paramedics will be called and will be 

directed to the relevant location by the Porter’s Lodge.  

 

Emergency services 

As in all major cities, visitors should be aware of their personal safety. In an emergency, the police, fire or 

ambulance services can be reached from any phone by dialling 999. 

 

Smoking 

In accordance with government legislation smoking is not permitted in any building, temporary enclosed structure or 

substantially enclosed space outside of buildings. An undercover smoking area is just outside the Winstanley 

Theatre. 

 

Behaviour and conduct 

The Institute of Physics reserves the right to charge in full for loss or damage to buildings and property. 

 

Payment  

The organiser reserves the right to refuse admission to any participants who has failed to pay their registration fee in 

full prior to the start of the event.  

 

General information 

 

Money 

Britain's currency is the pound sterling (£). There are various cash machines within walking distance of Trinity 

College.  

 

Electricity 

British electrical standards are 50Hz 230 volts, so some North American and European electrical devices may 

require converters; all will require plug adapters. 

 

IOP membership 

Non-member registrants attending this conference will automatically become affiliate members of the Institute of 

Physics for 12 months and will receive copies of Physics World. As an affiliate member you will be entitled to attend 

all conferences at the members’ rate for the period of your membership and to use MyIOP – the member-only 

network.  
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Full details will be sent to you after the conference. In order to take advantage of this affiliate membership, payment 

for the conference registration fee must be received in accordance with our payment terms. 

 

Membership of the Institute of Physics is open to all those with an interest in Physics. For further information, please 

visit http://members.iop.org or email membership@iop.org. 

 

 

Sponsors 

 

 

 

 
 

EPS History of Physics Group 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thales Optronics 
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