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Abstract 

This poster presents a preliminary survey of the international circulation of copies made from 

the photographic plates of the 1919 eclipse taken by the British expeditions. It is part of the 

research project “Einstein, Eddington and the Eclipse. A global history of the total solar 

eclipse of 1919” (E3Global, 2022-2024, PTDC/FER-HFC/3491/2021 Fundação para a 

Ciência e a Tecnologia, Portugal). Photographic copies were disseminated expressly to prove 

and legitimize their results. After the eclipse, a paper detailed the organization and results of 

the expeditions. Titled “A determination of the deflection of light by the sun’s gravitational 

field, from observations made at the total solar eclipse of May 29, 1919” and authored by 

Frank Dyson, Arthur Eddington and Charles Davidson, it included a final note informing 

that: “A number of photographic prints have been made and applications for these from 

astronomers, who wish to assure themselves of the quality of the photographs, will be 

considered and as far as possible acceded to.” Yet even before the publication of the results 

Eddington had already sent their colleagues at the Lisbon Observatory paper copies of eclipse 

plates as a thankyou gift for their “great kindness and help.”  

Apart from the Lisbon Observatory archives, copies are now found in 

Landessternwarte Heidelberg-Königstuhl (Heidelberg), Royal Astronomical Society 

(London), National Maritime Museum (Greenwich, London), and the Niels Bohr Institute 

(Copenhagen). It is planned to systematically identify copies in several other locations and 

institutions. The practical challenge of producing copies will be examined and the resulting 

extant copies compared. As far as possible we will assess the particular circumstances, 

persons involved, and the aims behind the requests for copies. With this research we 

contribute to the main aim of the E3Global project: to write the first global history of the 

1919 total solar eclipse. Beyond the expeditions of the two British astronomical teams, and 

the publication of measurements that proved Einstein’s general relativity to be in accordance 

with observations, the project also scrutinizes in detail preliminary contacts, negotiations and 

interactions with national astronomical communities in Brazil and Portugal, and local 

communities of elite people and common citizens before, during and right after the 

observations of 29 May 1919. Reconstructing the circulation of photographic copies serves 

to appraise the material dimension of appropriation by further scientists in different local and 

national contexts of the path breaking observations and their announcement. 

 
 


